
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Department of Defense Awards Over $20 Million to BRIDG 
Osceola’s NeoCity Sees First Major Federal Defense Investment 

Kissimmee, Florida (October 29, 2019) – The U.S. Department of Defense’s Industrial Base 
Analysis and Sustainment (IBAS) office has awarded BRIDG its first major federal defense 
contract valued at up to more than $20 million to provide a new technology for next generation 
microelectronic multi-chip systems that will strengthen national security and cyber resiliency for 
the United States defense industrial base. 

BRIDG, a not-for-profit, public-private-partnership located in Osceola County, Florida, operates 
an advanced microelectronics fabrication facility enabling state-of-the-art manufacturing for 
industry and government.  

“In order to retain the leading edge for our warfighters, we must take the necessary steps to 
increase domestic development and manufacturing capacity for critical emerging technologies. 
BRIDG is very well positioned to provide the Defense Department with this critical, next-
generation technology that will strengthen national security and cyber resiliency for the United 
States defense industrial base,” stated U.S. Senator Marco Rubio. “I am proud to have worked 
with Congressman Soto to help ensure Florida companies receive full and fair consideration for 
federal contracts.” 

“I’m proud to have worked in a bi-partisan manner with Senator Rubio to support BRIDG and their 
efforts to achieve federal recognition for their advanced microelectronics work,” quoted U.S. 
Congressman Darren Soto. “This contract will strengthen our national security and continue to 
bring high tech jobs home to Central Florida.” 

The microelectronics that are used in large defense projects are frequently outsourced or made 
by foreign-owned companies. Securing the microelectronics supply chain is a priority of the 
Department of Defense and this award is the first step in a larger effort that the federal government 
is beginning to undertake. 

The agreement between IBAS and BRIDG opens the door to additional defense and 
manufacturing contracts and large private defense contractors from around the country. While 
much of this technology has initial defense applications, it also positions BRIDG to become a 
leader in 5G, the Internet of Things, and the creation of countless smart sensors.   

“The capabilities enabled by this contract will allow us to assist the defense industrial base to 
achieve performance levels that consume 80% less power and are five times faster than 
conventional electronics,” stated Chester Kennedy, BRIDG CEO. “This positions BRIDG to be at 
the forefront of protecting our nation’s technical leadership and global competitiveness.” 

BRIDG is the anchor tenant of NeoCity, a new 500-acre technology district in Osceola County, 
Florida. Long recognized as a tourist and agriculture economy, Osceola County is now being 
recognized by the federal government as a leader in empowering the nation’s microelectronics. 
The IBAS program is dedicated to strengthening the force posture of the U.S. Department of 
Defense and the defense industrial base. The most pressing defense industrial base issue is the 
ability to make secure microelectronics in the United States. 



 
“The award announcement is recognition that Osceola County is an emerging leader in securing 
our nation’s microelectronics supply chain,” said Osceola County Commission Chairwoman 
Cheryl Grieb. “The work we do here will not only help our service members by providing them 
with advanced technology that was completely and securely built in the United States but will also 
create new high-tech jobs right here in Kissimmee and Central Florida.”  
 
  
About IBAS: 
 
The Industrial Base Analysis and Sustainment (IBAS) program is dedicated to ensuring that U.S. 
Department of Defense (DoD) is positioned to more effectively and efficiently address industrial 
base issues and support the National Security Innovation Base. As one of the key analysis and 
investment tools of the Industrial Policy office, IBAS provides the DoD with a unique capability to 
achieve the strategic goal of a strong, resilient, responsive, and healthy U.S. industrial base that 
improves the Department’s force readiness posture.  
 
About BRIDG: 
 
BRIDG is a not-for-profit, public-private partnership specializing in advanced system integration 
and packaging, digital and RF silicon interposers, microelectronics production, and III-V materials 
growth for sensors, optoelectronics, and high-speed transistors. BRIDG offers production process 
technologies, R&D capabilities, and 200mm microelectronics fabrication geared toward system 
miniaturization, device integration, hardware security, and product manufacturing key to 
aerospace/defense, 5G and the IoT/AI revolution. Supported by Osceola County, University of 
Central Florida, Florida High Tech Corridor Council and others, BRIDG is an ITAR-certified and 
DMEA trust-ready supplier that provides the physical infrastructure and collaborative process to 
connect challenges and opportunities with solutions; “Bridging the Innovation Development Gap” 
making commercialization possible. Located at NeoCity—a 500-acre master-planned community 
of innovation in Florida—BRIDG is centrally located 20 minutes from Orlando International Airport 
and within a mile of Florida’s Turnpike. Learn more at GoBRIDG.com. 
 
About NeoCity: 
 
As a new 500-acre technology-based master planned development set in an innovative 
environment, NeoCity provides a progressive ecosystem beyond the traditional research or 
science park environment to help drive innovation and discovery within the smart sensor, 
photonics, nanotechnology and microelectronics-related industries. NeoCity is strategically 
positioned in Central Florida, in the heart of Osceola County, to capitalize on the collaboration 
between high-tech industries and universities while leveraging the strength of the Orlando region 
as Florida’s focal point for technology development. Home to BRIDG, NeoCity provides a future-
focused, non-traditional and collaborative global location open to companies, researchers and 
developers from around the world. 
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