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                                       National Center for Simulation

          EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE               
                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

                                                      16 January 2013
Members Present: Janet Addair (OCPS), Dr. Anya Andrews ( Erudition), Leigh Austin (OCPS), Lee Barnes (CFSEC), Fernando Barroso ( Cornerstone ), Colleen Brown (SCPS), Elizabeth Burch ( NDIA), Tracey Conner (Mishelee Puppets), Tim Cowan ( EA Sports ), Clayton Donnan (SCPS), Perry Dunn (ATT), Bruce Furino (UCF), Kent Griffin (JTIEC), Kevin Gouvia (SCPS), Dr. Richard Hartshorne (UCF), Adam Hayden (OCPS),  Lyn Higgins (Lyman HS), Dr. Cap Jadonath (OCPS), Mike Kalaf (LMCO), Dave Norman, Denahill Sandy (Devry), Hank Okraski (NCS), Dr. David Olsen (DRC), Christina Robinson (OCPS), Sunny Simmonds (NAWCTSD), Eddie Smith (Incose), Dr. Lynda Smith (OCPS), Carol Tingley (OCPS), Danielle Turner (OCPS), Lynn VanderZyl (Osceola CPS)
Meeting agenda is attached. Meeting minutes and slides are posted on the NCS website: 
www.simulationinformation.com
Activities and Discussions:

A. Status of Ed&WD Committee Activities
Hank Okraski, Committee Chairman, reported on the most recent activities of the committee. This ranged from school visits, participation on advisory boards, I/ITSEC and the status of the High School Modeling and Simulation (M&S) Curriculum. The curriculum was rolled-out at I/ITSEC in December 2012. The entire curriculum and draft framework are posted on the NCS website:

www.simulationinformation.com

       B. High School Curriculum Framework.

Colleen Brown, SCPS, and Carol Tingley, OCPS, reported that the framework is in review within the two districts and, because of the complete work done by the Task Force, the review time should be minimal. Both county school districts will be submitting the request for approval to the Florida Department of Education.

C. M&S Certification Program

With inputs from the NCS Blue Ribbon Panel working the Certification Program, Hank Okraski described the process for awarding certifications for high school graduates. He explained the differences between the NCS and NTSA Certifications. The process is shown in the meeting slides. He also mentioned that NTSA was briefed on our high school certification initiative at I/ITSEC. We met with Workforce Central Florida and discussed this with Florida Department of Education and they are on board  Both OCPS and SCPS underscored the importance of certifications and pointed out the benefits to the students, schools, program and workforce.

D. Common Core State Standards

Dr. Cap Jadonath, OCPS, briefed the Committee on the new Common Core State Standards (CCSS), a set of rigorous, research-based standards for mathematics and English-language arts and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects for K-12. Florida has started the process and is planning for full implementation in 2015.
E. NASA K-12 Educator Resources
Shun Fujimura, NASA KSC, gave a thorough briefing on the resources that are available to educators via the NASA website and in-person. There is a wealth of information available on the following website:

http://prezi.com/hdarwiaepg6z/present/?auth_key=fwag7bq&follow=spaceeducation&kw=present-hdarwiaepg6z&rc=ref-17530423
      F.NCS/UCF Proposal

Dr. Anya Andrews briefed the members on a proposal for the National Science Foundation in response to their solicitation for informal STEM education ideas. Dr. Andrews is the planned Principal Investigator with team members from Michelee Puppets, UCF College of Education, UCF IST, NCS and the Orlando Science Center.
G. Middle School Mentorship Program

NCS and the local chapter of NDIA are working with Legacy Middle School in Orange County to provide mentors for their STEM Program. Dr. Lyn Smith, Legacy Middle School, Carol Tingley, OCPS, Elizabeth Burch, NDIA,  and Hank Okraski, NCS, have provided 6 mentors, and both organizations have provided funds to support the STEM Program with a focus on M&S.

H. UCF Teacher STEM Education Plans

Dr. Richard Hartshorne, UCF College of Education, gave an overview of the plans at UCF to provide aspiring teachers in undergraduate school the knowledge and tools to teach STEM when they begin teaching. One possibility being considered by the university is to offer a STEM Minor in the College of Education with a focus on M&S. He also addressed certificate programs and grant opportunities. The university and his initiatives will stopgap the shortfall we have in getting prepared teachers to teach the new M&S curriculum.
I. New Business

We have begun to plan for a Teacher Seminar in September 2013. Teachers from Orange and Seminole Counties will participate in a two-day seminar on Modeling and Simulation where they will be given in-depth instruction on what will be necessary to teach the new M&S Curriculum. Both counties will identify the teachers to attend. Lockheed Martin will host the seminar with NCS and NDIA funding the event..

Henry (Hank) Okraski  (SES-Ret), Chairman, NCS Ed&WD Committee
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